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IMPROVING THE MIND, 


A Historic Sketch of the Prudence 
Crandall Club. 


TWO YEARS OF HARD WORK AND 
THE HOOD RESULTS. 


The Prudence Crandall Club of 
this city held its first session of the 
third year, Thursday night of last 
week and a full house argued well 
for a season of interesting effort. 
Considerable routine business was 
attended to and various plans sug¬ 
gested to increase the usefulness 
and value of the organization. Con¬ 
cluding the evenings work, the Hon¬ 
orary Secretary read a carefully 
compiled resume of the doings of 
the club since its formation. For 
the benefit of many readers, and es¬ 
pecially for the benefit of clubs mod¬ 
eled after this organization in other 
cities, the secretary’s brief is given 
in full. It is as follows: 


In October; 1887, a few men andwo- 
men met for tho purpose of organizing 
a literary club. The result of that 
meeting was the organization of the 
Prudence Crandall which assembles 
here this evening for the purpose of 
arranging and perfecting plans for its 
third season’s work. The plan by 
which the club works, is that adopted 
by the live and progressive literary 
clubs of the c >uatry, modified to meet 
the requirements of this organization. 

The Prudence Crandall Club is pure¬ 
ly a study club, it is in no way a social 
organization other than that of kindred 
spints meeting up m the shores of a 
literature mutually loved. It does not 
attempt to draw the artificial line of 
sciety, but welcomes to its fellowship 
and its sections, all who are willing to 
contribute to its success by good 
thoughts or attentive ears. The ciub 
pesires to emphasize the fact, that it is 
social in its nature only as the univer¬ 
sity, the school or the church are so¬ 
cial. Its aims are to stimulate thought, 
encourage study aud bring around the 
study table of the club, the best 
thoughts aud highest aspirations of hu¬ 
manity, expressed in literature, philos¬ 
ophy, science and art. 







Five sections have been organized 
and conducted successfully f r the past 
two seasons, with the promise, judging 
from tlio increased interest manifest, 
of many seas ns yet of helpful work. 
The literature secti n is led by Mr. S 
Laing Williams; the science section, 
by Mr. F. L Barnett; the music and 
art section, by Air. J. S. Madden; the 
phi!os phy secti n, by the Honorary 
Secretary and the moral educational 
section, by Mrs. John -Joies. In the 
interest of economy, the sections meet 
at the various members’ houses on suc¬ 
cessive Wednesday evenings during 
the season. 

The literature section began its work 
the first season by a glance at Chaucer, 
the first English poet, who contributed 
so much to the perpetuation of the 
English language. To those of us who 
had no cultivated taste for primitive 
poetry and thought, the Canterbury 
Tales were a revelati >n, while the pa¬ 
pers on his life and times, c ntribnted 
by the members of the section were 
valuable as aids to an understanding of 
his writings. Rev. J. A. D. Podd, wh) 
has since joined the silent majority, by 
his familiarity with the snbject and 
contemporary history, was especially 
helpful to this section. Mrs. Mary H. 
Barnett and the lender are also enti¬ 
tled to special menti >n. The last half 
of the first season was devoted to Spen¬ 
ser. Again pleasurable surprises were 
in store for those who read his Fairy 
Queen and listened to the gems select¬ 
ed from his works by Mrs. S. J. Curd. 
Mr. F. C, W ispetal and Miss Dora 
,1 ohnson added to the interest of the 
study, by contributing each a paper on 
Spenser’s life and times. The memor¬ 
able feature of the season, was the lec¬ 
ture on English Literature delivered 
by Prof. David Swing. Much of the 
interest now so manifest in the club is 
probably due to the stimulating influ¬ 
ence of that address. 

The second season opened with a 
more ambitious task before the mem¬ 
bers of this section, that most wonder¬ 
ful epoch in English history, and in 
the literature of the world, known as 
the Elizabethan period. While many 
objects connected with that period, 


were handled in a gratifying manner 
by the leader, Messrs. Ferdinand L 
Barnett, L. Eugene Hale, Abram T. 
Hall and others, the subject was left 
at the close of the season, with a feel¬ 
ing that the undertaking is a mammoth 
one and almost too large for the ordin 
ary intelligence, but with a determina¬ 
tion born of an earnest desire to mas 
ter in a manner, the subject, the lead¬ 
er will assail it again the ensuing year, 
probably in a different manner Dr. 
Piero closed the season s work by an 
interesting and instr uctive lecture on 
“Italy, its people and customs. ’ 

The interest manifested in the sci¬ 
ence section has amply repaid the lead¬ 
er for his untiring efforts to make its 
evenings profitable. He has adopted 
the very unique and advantageous plan 
of introducing experts to lecture to the 
section on the subject under considera¬ 
tion. The meetings have been replete 
with interest. The first season was de¬ 
voted to the microsc >pe, with Drs. 
Williams, Wesley and 1 ’ently as demon¬ 
strators. These gentlemen have won 
the highest esteem of this section an-i 
the club for the valuable aid rendered 
in furnishing apparatus, specimens and 
information. The particular and lastd 
ing value of the season’s work was fit¬ 
tingly summed up at the closing meet¬ 
ing of this section by a lecture on “The 
Germ Theory,” delivered by Prof. 
Payne of the South Division High 
School. When one takes into consid¬ 
eration that the micros-ope made that 
theory possible, the value of the cl s- 
ing lecture together with the i'lustra¬ 
tions, cannot be over-estimated. The 
last season was devoted t > the study of 
hygiene and the section again made 
large drafts upon the knowledge of 
Drs. Bentley and Wesley, who honored 
the drafts with interest The lecture of 
the season was delivered by Prof Quine 
subject “Intoxicants. ” In this eminent 
Professor, whose active duties throw 
him in contact with two hundred med¬ 
ical students every week, the temper¬ 
ance cause has an adv cate who is do¬ 
ing inestimable good. He does not ar¬ 
gue against the use ot intoxicants from 
sentiment, but standing in the front 
rank of physiologists in this country, 


Le speaks authoritatively on the wreck 
that alcoholic beverages make of the 
system. It is to be hoped that his ser¬ 
vices can be secured again this winter, 
and should they be, let no one miss 
hearing him. Dr. Angear, who devi¬ 
ates just enough from the new theories 
advanced by physicists and philoso¬ 
phers, t • lend spice to his argument, 
gave a lecture on Physiology. The 
leader lent variety to the season’s work 
by engaging the Rev. H. W. Thomas 
of the People’s Church, t o take the sec¬ 
tion on a delightful evening’s excursion 
thr ugh Europe, which was thoroughly 
enjoyed, and the second season of the 
science section was voted a success 
from commencement to finish. 

The leader af the Music and Art sec 
tion has, during the two seasons, sug¬ 
gested many things co icerm’ng the sub¬ 
jects discussed by this section in novel, 
new and instructive lights. Beginning 
with Egvptia i and Greek music, the 
section through his able guidance has 
spent many enjoyable evenings seeking 
out 

’•When music, heavenly maid, was young 

While yet in earlyGreece she sung.” 

and on down the ages we followed the 
muse until in our imaginations we stood 
on the portals of a grand old cathedral 
listening t) anthems, 

“Sweet and musical 

As bright Apollo’s lute strung with his hair.” 

The season was closed with an illus¬ 
trated lecture on “Art and Artists” by 
Prof. French of the Chicago Art sell ol 
and an entertaining mus cal program 
arranged by the leader. He himself 
“drew the bow” assisted by Mr. Tinsley 
on the cornet and Mr. Valentine at the 
piano. Of Prof. French’s lecture, 
however, I venture the assertion that 
no club of the nature of ours has ever 
njoyed a richer treat. Particularly 
gratifying it is to say that almost the 
entire membership of the club was 
present to enjoy and be benefittedby it. 

The past season was devoted princi¬ 
pally to Greek art and architecture 
which was left unfinished when the 
season closed. The season’s study and 
discussion bore good fruit and proba¬ 
bly the pretentious buildings which 
abound in Chicago are, on account of 


this season's work of greater interest 
in an artistic sense to the members of 
this section. 

The second season was closed by an 
excellent musical and literary program 
participated in by Mi. and Mrs Dr. 
Bentley, Mr. and Airs J. B. French, 
Mr. Tinsley and the leader. The su¬ 
preme excellence of his former closing 
in art illustrations was equalled by this 
closing in musical illustrations by Prof. 
Tomlins. His lecture on “Music and 
Musical culture” was simply grand and 
of his playing! — 

“That strain again * * * 
it came o’er my ear like the sweet South 
Thai breathes iqMii a bank of violets, 
Stealing, and giving odor.” 

Of the Philosophy section igno¬ 
rance i i the leader s chair lias waded 
into the most complex subject of the 
ce itury with the usual amount of con¬ 
fidence and has probably succeeded in 
making the chaos of thought more cha¬ 
otic. But out of the tangled skeins of 
stupidity probably a thread has been 
drawn of value t > this section Certain¬ 
ly the section may feel proud of the 
circumstances that conspired to induce 
Airs. At. H. Barnett to submit the very 
able paper cn “Kepler,” Mr. E. G. 
Jackson one on “Light,” from Air, F. 
L. f'arnett “The Differences Between 
Instinct and Reas in” and Air. J. S. 
Aladden one on “Evolution not Proven” 

The text book adopted for this sec¬ 
tion is “The Destiny of Alan” by Prof, 
dohn Fiske, the discussion, that of ev¬ 
olution. Since the lessons are contin¬ 
uous nothing maiks the division of 
seasons save the lectures introduced at 
the closing exercises. Rev. Je.ikin Ll. 
Jones of All Souls’s Unitarian church, 
one of the most obliging friends of the 
club, closed the first seas n’s work 
with an entertaining talk on the “New 
Philosophy.” 

At the opening of the sec mid season 
the privilege of the Chicago Observa¬ 
tory was kindly tendered the section 
by Prof Colbert vice president of the 
Chicago Astronomical Society. Only 
those who were present can form the 
slightest idea of what it is to stand in the 
presence of that mighty te’escope and 
to look into illimitable space baffles all 
description. Prof Colbert who reads 





tlie heavens as a book, made that even¬ 
ing memorable in the history of the 
section. 

The second season was like unt the 
first. The section pl( ds along with a 
philosophy that “h inds tongues in trees, 
bcoks in running prooks, sermons in 
stones, and good in everything,” and at 
the close of the year, since our studies 
had necessarily led us through the 
slough of materialism, and recognizing 
the force of Lord Bacon s remark that 
“A little philosophy inclineth a man’s 
mind to atheism, but depth of philoso¬ 
phy bringeth men’s minds about to re¬ 
ligion,” we solicited the kii d o Tices of 
Bev. David tter, who Idd us gently 
but confidently to the m untain tops of 
the new ethics. 

The youngest, yet the most wide 
awake of the sections of the club is the 
Moral Educational section. It is doing 
a noble work, and while men have not 
been admitted to its meetings, the live 
interest manifested by the women of the 
section attests its value to the club. 
The leader reports papers of esfiecial 
merit from Mrs. S. J. Curd and Mrs. 
M H. Barnett and discussions led by 
Mrs. B.' D. Boone and others. Dr. 
Helen Hannah gave this section an 
evening which she made intensely in¬ 
teresting and instructive for the ladies. 
The closing meeting of this section 
was open to men and Mrs Darling who 
lectured made them feel that the even¬ 
ing was well spent 

Commencing the latter part of last 
season, a course of Sunday afternoon 
lectures was opened and tlie club as a 
body was addressed by Bev. J. LI. 
Jones on “The Price of"a Fool,” Bev. 
J. Coleman Adams c n “Some Moral 
Lessons from the Dictionary” and by 
Mr. W. M. Shlter on “Wendell Phillips" 

This resume of the work done by the 
Prudence Crandall Club during its ex¬ 
istence, I hope may not have proven 
uninteresting and while the tasks 
assumed might seem to have been rath¬ 
er ambitious for so young an organiza¬ 
tion , yet if we have failed of any defin¬ 
ite accomplishment we can draw conso¬ 
lation from the fact that “failure after 
long perseverance is much grander 
than never to have a striving good 


enough to be called a failure.” But 
why speak of failure, the Prudence 
Crandall Club will not fail so long as 
there are two persons with aspirations 
to greater knowledge. This club desires 
especially to acknowledge its indebt¬ 
edness to Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Smith 
3239 Dearborn street, Mr and Mrs. 
Geo. F. Ecton 2/17 Butterfield street 
and Mrs John J< nes 43 Bay street for 
the wide open doors that have ever 
greeted the club or its sections during 
its existence and inspired by the gene¬ 
rosity of these broad minded liberal 
friends, the club stands with wide 
open arms to welcome all who feel that 
they can benefit and be benefitted by 
identifying themselves with the Pru¬ 
dence Crandall Club of Chicago. 

Lloyd G. Wheeler, 
Honorary Secretary. 

The report of the Honorary Secreta¬ 
ry was referred to the Board of Direct¬ 
ors for action. At a regular meeting 
of the Board, the report was ordered 
published in full together with the 
following 

Eesolutions. 

Whereas, The Prudence Crandall Club 
has been signally favored by the kind and 
valuable services of many able and appreci¬ 
ated friends, 

Resolved, That the sincere thanks of the 
Club, be and are. • ereby tendered to all 
whose names are mentioned among the list 
of benefactors. 

By order of the Board of Directors. 

K. M. Hancock, 

M. II. Barnett, 

Jas. S. Madden, 
Committee. 
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NEW YORK. 


,Slti|!p«J in good order and well conditioned/^ Heinr. Rappel & Sohn 

in an^upi^^e-^e^ .Ship, called the^. .whereof is Master for the present Voyagd 

.or whoever else may go as Master in the said Ship and now lying in the 

>> g « river Weser amj^ound for New York 


* fc 5 


BREMEN. 


If 7 ^ V// J* 


for* immediate transportation ..in t>ond“ to 


'Cl a 00 

d 2 g 




being marked and numbered as in the margin and are to bo delivered in the like good order and well conditioned 
at Hoboken, being within the jurisdiction of the Custom House of the aforesaid Port of TV o w York. 

(The Act of God, Enemies, Pirates, Thieves, Robbers, Restraints of Princes, Rulers and People, Vermin, Jettison, Barratry, Collision, Explosion, Risk of Craft, 
Fire at Sea or on Shore in Hulk or Craft, Accidents from Machinery, Boilers Steam or any other Accidents of the Seas, rivers and Steam Navigation or land 
transit of whatever nature or kind soever, or from any Act, Neglect or Default whatsoever of the Pilot, Master, Mariners, Engineers or others of the crew in 
navigating the Ship being excepted, with liberty, in the event of the said Steamer putting back into any port or otherwise being prevented from any cause from 
proceeding in the ordinary course of her voyage, to transship the goods by any other Steamer and with liberty to sail with or without Pilots, to call at any inter¬ 
mediate port and to tow and assist Vessels in all situations, the company being in no way whatsoever liable for any consequences arising from the causes above excepted) 
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3 # * 
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Freight 

l fSL . 

c. in full pr. Cbm. G.$. M 

height paid here at the rate of ---- 

4 , 20 pi\ $ and not to bo returned 


on Cubicmeter 
at G.fi — 


els. 


unto 


the Merchants Despatch Transportation Company 


.or to Assigns he or they paying Freight and Ch^ 

In Witness whereof the Master of the said Ship has affirmed to . 


es as per margin in Cash with average accustomed. 
Bills of Lading, all of this Tenor and Date, 


the one of which Bills being accomplished the others to stand void. 

Weight, Gauge, Contents, Marks and numbers and Value unknown and not answerable for Damage, Leakage, Breakage, Corruption, Rust or torn 
wrappers. The Goods to be taken from alongside by the Consignee-immediately the Vessel is ready to discharge, or otherwise they will be landed and deposited 
at the expense of the Consignee and at his risk in the Warehouse provided for that purpose on the Steam-Ship-Wharf at Hokoken or sent to the Public Store as 
the Collector of the Port of New York shall direct, and when deposited in the Warehouse to be subject to Storage, the Collector of the Port being hereby 
authorized to grant a general order for discharge immediately after entry of the Ship. The owners of these ships will not be accountable for Gold, Silver, Bullion, 
Specie, Jewellery, precious Stones or Metals, Paintings and Statuary unless Bills of Lading are signed therefore and the value thereof, therein expressed. Parcels 
for different consignees, collected and made np in single packages, adressed to one party for delivery in America, for the purpose of evading payment of freight, 
will upon examination in New York by the Customs, be charged with the proper freight on each parcel. General Average, if any, payable according to York 
and Antwerp Rules. 

The Ship is not answerable for damage arising through insufficiency in/^Fength of'papkstf’ges. 

The highest Rate of Freight will he chargejL'on all goods, incorre^l^tlescribed, ejttfer as to contents^ weight or quantify. 


Dated in Bremen, the 


day of t 
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D. J. PARTELLO 

Consul. 


Form. Nr. 138. 


Vice-Consu.1. 



klaration ffe Einkaufer od 



nthiimer. 


rklare hiermit feierlich und wahrheitsgetreu, dass ich der 



der in der 


beigetiigten Factura angegebenen und naher bescbriebenen Gliter,^Waaren und Fabrikate bin, dass besagte Factura in jeder 
Be^eliiing wahrheitsgetreu ist; dass sie eine genaue Angabe der Zeit, wann und des Ortes wo besagte Waaren, Giiter und 
Fabrikate gekauft wurden, enthalt, und ferner die Giiter, welche einem ad valorem Zoilsatz unterworfen sind oder welche 
einen solchen Zoll zahlen, der nach deni Gesetze, nach dem Werth des Langenmaasses oder irgend eines andern naher 
spezifizirten Gewichtes oder Maasses zur Zollabgabe eingeschatzt und besteuert wird; ebenso dass sie eine genaue Angabe 
des wirklichen Ankaufspreises und der Quantitat besagter Waaren, Giiter und Fabrikate und aller dazu kommenden Spesen 
enthalt; dass keine Sconti, Abziige und sonstige Vergiinstigungen in besagter Factura angegeben sind, welche niclit 
wirklich erlaubt worden, dass die Wahrung, in welcher besagte Factura ausgestellt ist, die Wahrung ist, welche wirklich 
dafiir bezahlt wurde oder bezalilt werden wird; dass keine andere Factura an irgend Jemand ausgestellt wurde oder noch 
ausgestellt werden wird, welche von der hier^rrgelegten Factura^verschieden ist. Ich erklare ferner, dass besagte Giiter, 

/ 

Waaren und Fabrikate in den Hafen 


Amerjka eingefuln*t werden sollen. 



Consul’s Certificate. 


invoice, numbered 


^at Diisseldorf, do hereby certify, that on this 
Anno Domini 188 the within 

in which are-ihentioned and described certain 


J, D. J. PARTE LLO, Co^ul of the g 

. day of. 


amounting^^wfth the charges thereon, to the gross sum of Reichs 


-Marks: 




. was produced to me by 


of the o-oods wares, and merchandise therein mentioned, who thereupon declared, m writing, that it was intended to make 

& ^ /r\ , f 

Ai/P^he United States dr Ajtffe ricaT 
ae declaration hereto^nnexed is 


entry of said goods, wares, and merchandise at the por# otV 


person lie 
marchandise 


I do further certify that I am satisfied that Ybe^eYSoif making 
represents himself to be; and that the actual market values, or wholesale prices of the goods, waies, ^ 
described in the said invoice, in the principal markets ol the country and at the time of exportation, are correct and true 
(or as set forth in the column of consular corrections of estimates). 

Witness my hand and seal of office at Diisseldorf, the day and year aforesaid. 



L.VOSS 8i Co. KGL. HOFBUCHDR. DUSSELDORF. 



Diisseldorf. 


Consignor 

Versender. 



Amount Rm. 

Betrag. 


Harks 

Zeichen. 





Fort of Shipment 

Ausgangsliafen. 


Port of Entry 

EingaDgshafen. 


Consular Fee Doll. 3,50 







































































































No. . 

CORCORAN GALLERY OF ART FILES. 


WRITER. 

C dc/v 

Residence . 

Date . (DcAb Jo2, <a , , 

Ree’d .. o2y? .. 

Ack’g’d . 

Answered ' 


SUBJECT. 

, r iu*JLe^autc/J^ 
A QkiAo 
fflfaLJ 4 €/v\A 0^ ArfLe--> 

G4AJL/K^tr^lAn 


Yj^&sy-, 







































JL. ‘M9 

SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT. 













No, . A//AJ 

CORCORAN GALLERY OF ART FILES. 


WRITER. 



Ack’g’d . 


SUBJECT. 



Answered 





































•%vt*$n9S&i\xii - of ♦ Chicago. 
Bivecfov'* • (Mice. 


^/yo 




/ 


, /rf? 


fru. ^77^4^ 

/? 



y . fc ■ 











